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Claims 

A system for selectively answering a telephone from a 
remote location, said system comprising: 
a stationary unit connectable in line with a telephone line 
extending to said telephone, said stationary unit includ- 
ing a ring detector circuit for activating said system upon 
detecting a ringing signal received over said telephone 
line, a first antenna with transmitter-receiver, a switch- 
ing circuit for seizing said telephone line, and an enclo- 
sure for substantially housing said ring detector circuit, 
said first antenna with transmitter-receiver, and said 
switching circuit; and 

a portable unit including a second antenna with trans- 
mitter-receiver for establishing electromagnetic commu- 
nication with said first antenna, an activatable switch for 
selectively triggering seizure of said telephone line in re- 
sponse to any said ringing signal that is detected, a mi- 
crophone for transmitting verbal communications over 
said telephone line whenever said telephone line is 
seized, and a casing for substantially housing said sec- 
ond antenna with transmitter-receiver, said activatable 
switch, and said microphone. 



[c2] A remote telephone answering system according to claim 
1, wherein said stationary unit is structured for being 
connected in line with a telephone line cord selected 
from the group consisting of a base cord, a line cord, 
and a mounting cord. 

[c3] A remote telephone answering system according to claim 
1, wherein said stationary unit includes both an extend- 
able power cord and a pronged plug affixed to the ex- 
tendable end thereof for drawing electrical power from a 
conventional alternating-current power outlet. 

[c4] A remote telephone answering system according to claim 
3, wherein said stationary unit is structured for retaining 
a battery and alternatively drawing electrical power 
therefrom. 

[c5] A remote telephone answering system according to claim 
1, wherein said ringing signal has a voltage within a 
range of about 70 to 90 alternating-current volts and a 
frequency within a range of about 17 to 20 hertz. 

[c6] A remote telephone answering system according to claim 
1, wherein said switching circuit includes at least one re- 
lay. 

[c7] A remote telephone answering system according to claim 
1, wherein said portable unit is cordless and structured 



for both retaining a self-contained power source and 
drawing electrical power therefrom. 



[c8] A remote telephone answering system according to claim 

7, wherein said self-contained power source is a battery. 

[c9] A remote telephone answering system according to claim 

8, wherein said portable unit includes a test circuit hav- 
ing a light-emitting diode for visibly indicating the exis- 
tence of an electrical charge between the terminals of 
said battery. 

[cio] A remote telephone answering system according to claim 
1, wherein said portable unit includes at least one me- 
chanical contrivance selected from the group consisting 
of an armlet, a band, a belt, a bracelet, a clasp, a clip, a 
chain, a hook, a loop, a necklace, a pin, a ring, a string, 
and a strap for wearing said portable unit on-person. 

[cii] A remote telephone answering system according to claim 
1, wherein said portable unit includes a speaker for re- 
ceiving audible communications from a caller over said 
telephone line whenever said telephone line is seized. 

[ci2] A remote telephone answering system according to claim 
1, wherein each said transmitter- receiver associated with 
said first and second antennas is a transceiver. 



[ci3] A remote telephone answering system according to claim 
1, wherein said electromagnetic communication is estab- 
lished via electromagnetic waves having frequencies en- 
compassed within the radio frequency spectrum. 

[ci4] A remote telephone answering system according to claim 
1, wherein said activatable switch is a push-button type 
switch. 

[ci5] A system for selectively answering a telephone from a 
remote location, said system comprising: 
a stationary unit connectable in line with a telephone line 
extending to said telephone, said stationary unit includ- 
ing a ring detector circuit for activating said system upon 
detecting a ringing signal received over said telephone 
line, a circuit for processing caller ID data signals re- 
ceived over said telephone line, a first antenna with 
transmitter-receiver, a switching circuit for seizing said 
telephone line, and an enclosure for substantially hous- 
ing said ring detector circuit, said caller ID data signals 
processing circuit, said first antenna with transmitter-re- 
ceiver, and said switching circuit; and 
a portable unit including a second antenna with trans- 
mitter-receiver for establishing electromagnetic commu- 
nication with said first antenna, a viewable display for vi- 
sually presenting caller identification information gener- 
ated from said caller ID data signals, an activatable 



switch for selectively triggering seizure of said telephone 
line in response to any said ringing signal that is de- 
tected, a microphone for transmitting verbal communi- 
cations over said telephone line whenever said telephone 
line is seized, and a casing for substantially housing said 
second antenna with transmitter-receiver, said viewable 
display, said activatable switch, and said microphone. 

A remote telephone answering system according to claim 
15, wherein said viewable display is a liquid-crystal type 
display. 

A system for selectively answering a telephone from a 
remote location, said system comprising: 
a stationary unit connectable in line with a telephone line 
extending to said telephone, said stationary unit includ- 
ing a ring detector circuit for activating said system upon 
detecting a ringing signal received over said telephone 
line, a first antenna with transmitter-receiver, a switch- 
ing circuit for seizing said telephone line, an autodialer 
circuit for dialing a pre-programmed emergency re- 
sponse telephone number, and an enclosure for sub- 
stantially housing said ring detector circuit, said first an- 
tenna with transmitter-receiver, said switching circuit, 
and said autodialer circuit; and 

a portable unit including a second antenna with trans- 
mitter-receiver for establishing electromagnetic commu- 



nication with said first antenna, a first activatable switcli 
for selectively triggering seizure of said telephone line in 
response to any said ringing signal that is detected, a 
second activatable switch for selectively triggering 
seizure of said telephone line and activation of said au- 
todialer circuit in the event of a perceived emergency, a 
microphone for transmitting verbal communications over 
said telephone line whenever said telephone line is 
seized, and a casing for substantially housing said sec- 
ond antenna with transmitter-receiver, said first activat- 
able switch, said second activatable switch, and said mi- 
crophone. 

[ci8] A remote telephone answering system according to claim 
17, wherein said stationary unit includes an interactive 
user panel for selectively programming said autodialer 
circuit with said emergency response telephone number. 

[ci9] A remote telephone answering system according to claim 
17, wherein each of said first activatable switch and said 
second activatable switch is a push-button type switch. 

[c20] A remote telephone answering system according to claim 
17, wherein said portable unit includes a counter-timer 
circuit for restrictively permitting activation of said auto- 
dialer circuit only when said second activatable switch is 
activated a predetermined number of times within a pre- 



determined period of time. 



